SeaTrial

52 Nordic Tug
NEWER, STRONGER HULL-BUILDING PROCESS;
EVEN BETTER DEPENDABILITY
BY MATT GURNSEY

WE’VE BEEN ABOARD EVERY MODEL NORDIC TUGS BUILDS at least once,
and we’ve always enjoyed these boats. Well-built with a distinctive
appearance, this is a unique family of vessels, all of which are cut from
a similar cloth.
So, when the opportunity arose to board hull number 3 in Nordic
Tugs’ new 52-foot model, we were more than happy to accept the invitation, even though we’d been aboard hull number 1 not that long
ago. It’s a good thing we went up to Anacortes on this sunny fall day,
because hull number 3 is almost an entirely new boat compared to
hull number 1.

NUTS AND BOLTS
We began the day with a tour of
Nordic Tugs’ plant and facility. Inside
were a number of boats in various
stages of construction, including hull
number 4 in the 52 series, which was
just having interior bulkheads
installed.
As with all Nordic Tugs, the 52
begins life as two hull sections. The
raised rubrail detail and the integrated
swim step in the hull requires it to
be laid up as two halves. The fiberglass cloth is installed with each successive layer stepped back from the
hull seam. When the two halves are
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joined, the fiberglass work then fills
this stepped area with matching cloth
and mat, creating one very strong
whole.
We watched as a layer of cloth was
laid into the portside hull of a new
37 Nordic Tug. The most amazing part
about the company’s plant is the
absence of bulky protective gear
worn by the work crew. The filtered
ventilation system in the building is
so good — exchanging the air every
few minutes — that the crew is working in jeans and T-shirts.
We also got to see the vacuum-infusion process that Nordic Tugs is using

more frequently in its boats, including bulkheads, deck details and hardtops. This process allows a controlled
amount of resin to be drawn through
a laminate, creating a stronger part,
with a precise resin-to-cloth ratio. It
is an exacting process, and the production team had to discard some
parts that were built before they mastered the technique.
Now the workers can lay up a part
dry, install the vacuum equipment
and inject the resin, creating parts
that are exact duplicates in weight,
strength and density. In the future,
the production team expects to be
able to use this process on the hulls
themselves.
While more advanced production
techniques are developed in some
parts of the plant, other areas still
require a hands-on approach.
Woodwork is oiled down by hand.
Cabinetry itself is built to specific standards and assembled with dovetail
joinery work, and an in-house crew
provides the expertise to install

angle. The white painted aluminum
fuel tanks are outboard port and starboard. All service points on the tanks
are easily accessed from hinged covers, plus a large port is low on the
tank should there be a serious cleanout
issue.

Corian countertops throughout the
boat.
We also got to see beneath the finished panels to view plumbing and
electrical installations, designed for
long-lasting durability and easy maintenance down the road. The new 52
includes an update to the standard
Nordic Tugs electrical system, featuring two 12V breaker panels aboard.
The house panel is in the pilothouse
and controls all of the house and
instrument wiring, while the systems
on the boat are controlled from a panel
in the utility room just ahead of the
engine room.
Another chapter is the battery
management. Instead of the usual isolator setup common on many boats,
the new Nordic Tugs use a series of
Voltage Sensing Relay switches, which
add batteries to the charging system
only after the battery reaches full
charge. Indicator lights at the helm
give the skipper an idea of battery condition and state of charge. The relays
have a manual override to allow bringing any (or all) of the batteries into
parallel for starting.
The utility room, located in the
center of the boat, also contains the
AGM batteries, as well as AC units,
pumps and other items. Hull number
3 has the optional Wesmar stabilizers, which also are accessed here. In
fact, the stabilizer access is probably
among the best we’ve seen.

An Inside Look
TESTER’S OPINION: “Handles like a
Nordic Tug,with performance as expected.Technological updates are in the systems and other ‘behind-the-scenes’
areas. The interior is beautiful, with
abundant teak,and detail work worthy
of a million-dollar yacht.Interior materials and design were more than we
expected, and a cut above the beige
Ultraleather found in so many other
boats, yet still traditional in feel.”

ENGINE ACCESS
There’s a watertight door with a
window on the aft bulkhead of the utility room for access to the engine room.
A similar door is at the aft bulkhead
of the engine room itself, providing
access from the large lazarette, so technicians can access the boat’s systems
without walking through the salon.
Unlike hulls number 1 and 2, hull
number 3 features a single engine, more
in keeping with Nordic Tugs’ philosophy. With twin screws, hull number 1
achieved 19 knots, burning 50 gph. Hull
number 3 — with a single Caterpillar
C-12 producing 705 hp — achieved
almost 16 knots, burning 35 gph.
With a single engine, the engine
room allows easy service from any
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WELL-WIRED

Panels drop into place around the
engine to give a flat working surface,
and to allow any spills to run under
them, helping to keep work space
clean.
While Nordic Tugs have a workboat heritage, this is unlike any other

CLOCKWISE, FROM TOP — Inside and out, the new 52 Nordic Tug offers the kind of space long-term
cruisers truly need: high-ceilinged staterooms, ample windows all around to create a light and airy
atmosphere and a helm station configuration that allows guests a comfortable place to socialize with
the captain.
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52 Nordic Tug
SPECIFICATIONS
LOA
56 ft., 10 in.
Beam
16 ft., 10 in.
Draft
4 ft., 10 in.
Weight
59,000 lbs.
Fuel capacity
1,300 gals.
Water capacity
300 gals.
Standard price, w/single 670 hp Cummins
QSM11 diesel
$995,000
Price, w/optional 705 hp Caterpillar C-12 diesel
$1,100,000

PERFORMANCE SPECS
Top speed
15.5 knots
MPG at 9.75 knot cruise speed
1.22
Range @ 9.75 knot cruise speed
(w/10% reserve)
1,425 miles

STANDARD EQUIPMENT
Single Cummins 670 hp QSM11 engine,
Dometic air-conditioning/heating system,
SubZero refrigerator/freezer, queen-size berth
w/storage underneath, Ultrasuede interior.

OPTIONAL FEATURES
Simrad electronics package w/three 15-inch
displays, Wesmar stabilizers, hull color choices, engine options ranging up to 1,000 hp.

CONSTRUCTION
Hand-laminated RFP construction process on
the hull and deck.

COMPANY PROFILE
Years in business
Number of employees
Boat lines produced

25
150
Nordic Tugs

BUILDER
Nordic Tugs Inc., Burlington, WA; (800) 3884517; www.nordictugs.com

U.S. DEALERS
Ballena Bay Yacht Brokers, Alameda, CA;
(888) 619-8600; info@ballenabayyachts.com
Ballena Bay Yacht Brokers, San Diego, CA;
(888) 619-8600; info@ballenabayyachts.com
SkipperCress Yacht Sales, Anacortes, WA;
(800) 303-0704; info@skippercress.com
SkipperCress Yacht Sales, Ft. Lauderdale, FL;
(800) 201-9622; info@skippercress.com
Annapolis Sail Yard, Annapolis, MD; (410)
268-4100; scott@sailyard.com
Bay Breeze Yacht Sales, Traverse City, MI;
(231) 941-0535; baybreeze@bbys.com
Bay Breeze Yacht Sales, Honey Harbour,
Ontario; (877) 727-2297; baybreeze@bbys.com
Nordic Tugs of Alaska, Juneau, AK; (907) 7895500; www.nordictugcharters.com
Wilde Yacht Sales, Essex, CT; (888) 447-6944;
ben@wildeyachts.com
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engine room on a working boat that
we’ve seen.
To keep the shaft angle down, and
to allow turning a larger prop, there
is a slight dishing, or tunnel integrated
with the aft section of the hull. Also
installed are bow and stern thrusters,
to make tight quarter handling a bit
easier.
A single genset is mounted along
the aft bulkhead of the engine room.
Hull number 1 had dual gensets and
enough wattage to power a small city.
Hull number 3 has a more moderate
17.5 kw generator.

LAYOUT AND GADGETS
While the hull mold is unchanged,
including identical bulkhead placement, the deckhouse mold has been
modified a bit. Looking at photos, the
changes are slight, and the boat
retains the Nordic Tugs “look.”
Hull number 3 is the standard
model with no flybridge. With the visibility and comfort of the pilothouse,
we wonder how popular the bridge
option will be. A major revision in
hull number 3 is the new stateroom
layout. A single hallway now connects
all the staterooms in both the twoand three-stateroom models. This has
eliminated the stairway from the
pilothouse, making it roomier,
and creating a companion seat at the
helm that would be a great navigator’s desk as well as a nice place to
enjoy the ride.
The pilothouse dinette has been
enlarged as well; it’s now a U-shape
instead of the old L. Storage abounds
throughout, of course, and the teak
woodwork is accented by softer wall
coverings and the deep-blue
Ultraleather of the dinette cushions.
Access to the wiring is through a large
opening, and the helm on our test boat
sported stylish Simrad 15-inch displays.
With today’s diesels and their electronic controls, we were not surprised
to find a single LCD display for the
engine. We would probably opt for the
optional gauge package, just because
we still like seeing “real” gauges,
although the LCD panel can show simulated analog gauge images, as well as
provide a lot of additional, as well as

diagnostic, information.
The living spaces of the boat are
in the usual Nordic Tugs style. Hull
number 3 is the three-stateroom layout. The master forward is nicely sized.
While slightly smaller than the master on hull number 1, the loss of space
is only noticeable when stepping from
one boat to the other. Otherwise, hull
number 3’s master is well laid out, has
a high ceiling and a drop-down TV in
the overhead panel that is electrically controlled from the portside berth.
Both heads in the test boat are
roomy, with nice large showers. The
onboard freezer and washer/dryer
are in the hallway between the master stateroom and the stateroom/study
on the port side. This room has a
unique bulkhead door arrangement
that allows it to be opened up, providing an extension of the living areas
of the boat instead of a small stateroom. The guest stateroom to starboard features over/under bunks, the
lower of which is a double.
Hull number 1 had a day head in
the salon that has been eliminated in
hull number 3. The improved layout
now allows a larger, more open salon.
To starboard is a removable settee;
there is an option for a pair of chairs
here instead.
The galley to port is expansive, and
we were surprised to find a dishwasher
behind one of the teak cabinet drawer fronts. Dual refrigerators are a nice
touch. One is installed in the galley,
the other in the bar area to starboard
— a nice way to separate food and
beverages from each other.

TIME FOR A TRADE
The new 52 Nordic Tug was a platform for some testing of in-house ideas,
and has been a huge success. The
revised layout and the single-screw
setup are more in keeping with the
Nordic Tugs tradition, and the 52 is
a nice trade-up for owners of the 42footers. For non-Nordic Tugs owners,
the boat is still available with twin
screws, and can be a handsome alternative to other pilothouse designs on
the market.
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CONTACT: NORDIC TUGS INC.,

BURLINGTON, WA; (800) 388-4517;
WWW.NORDICTUGS.COM

